The red carpet rolls by unknown
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A FUNNY THING HAPPENED when visitors from 
Sikeston and nearby towns came to Columbia for an 
organized look at the University campus. As the guests 
concluded their tour and headed for a dinner program, 
the dinner was suddenly canceled. Word had arrived 
that bad flying weather was imminent and that the 
group would have to take off for the return home about 
two hours earlier than scheduled. When their plane 
landed at Sikeston, dinner would be ready for them 
there. So there was a brief get-together at the hotel be-
fore the speeded-up departure; Chancellor John W. 
Scbwada stood in the middle of the group for a few in-
formal remarks; and mementoes were passed around to 
the visitors. 
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THE RED CARPE 
That was in March. A few weeks later another group, 
from Kirksville and neighboring towns, flew in for the 
fourth in a series of these campus visitations. Their 
visit was cut short by two hours because of a conflict-
ing event, but this necessity was known in advance and 
adjustments were made easily. 
While the first two of these programs may have gone 
off with fewer hitches than the third and fourth, there 
was no detraction from the merit of the project in any 
way, considering the highly favorable reaction of the 
visitors. The entire operation, which will be resumed 
next fall, is sponsored by the University Alumni As-
sociation, whose leaders are convinced that this is one 
of the finest programs ever undertaken by the orga-
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Chancellor John W. Schawada (at left) strides out 
to meet guests on plane arriving at Columbia air. 
port a s members of the Air Force ROTC unit literally 
roll out a red carpet. Above, Sonior Assistant Li· 
brarian William A. Martin, Jr., talks to group at 
Library. Right, vi sitors get a good view from a 
women's re sidence hall . Below, Director Saul S. 
Weinberg of Museum of Art and Archaeology 
escorts visitors through gallery in Library Building. 
Photos by Timothy Guse 
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ni za tion. M(:\keup of the gues t li sts is left up to alumni 
leaders in the communities, and the invitees are by no 
means restricted to M.U . alumni . The visitors are 
prominent in a va riety of fi elds in their home areas and 
are generally local leadcrs. Whether they are alumni or 
not, they return home with a better understa nding of 
what the University is doing and how it is equipped to 
do its mission. 
GENERALLY, THE DAY'S PROGRAM goes like 
this: A University plane picks up the guests who have 
ga thered at an airport in their area (so far: St. Joseph, 
Springfield, Sikes ton , Kirksville) and lands at Columbia 
around 9 a.m. They are accompanied on the flight by 
Angel Flight members acting as hostesses. At the air-
port in Columbia a red carpet literally is rolled out for 
the visitors, who are met by an honor guard from the 
Air Force ROTC and greeted by Chancellor Schwada 
(it was impossible for him to be on hand when the 
Kirksville delegation arrived). Then a University bus 
takes the group on a campus tour, highlighted by a 
visit to the Nuclear R eactor Facility where the director, 
Dr. Ardath H. Emmons, explains the operation. 
Another fine feature of the day is a luncheon at the 
Student Union where students from home areas of the 
visitors are invited to sit with the guests who are on 
tour. Without fail , the delegations have been warmly 
impressed by the caliber of Mizzou students. Several 
deans and administrative staff members also attend the 
luncheon meeting. Chancellor Schwada speaks briefly 
a t the luncheon, and assures the visitors that there is 
no "pitch" to be directed at them; the University simply 
wan ts them to know more about the institution and 
hopes they will continue to be interested in it. 
In the afternoon the group goes on a whirlwind tour 
of the Library, the Museum of Art and Archaeology, 
and the State Historical Society of Missouri. After-
ward, the delegates have a choice of visiting several of 
the University divisions, and are then conducted on 
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those tours. A coffee hour in mid-afternoon was omitted 
when the Kirksville group was here, but will probably 
be reinstated as a welcome relief between tours. The 
day is topped off by dinner, and ordinari ly the visitors 
start their homeward flight about 8 p.m. 
PRESIDENT MARVIN McQU EEN, at the latest meet-
ing of the Board of Directors of the Alumni Associa-
tion, had words of praise fo r the committee in charge 
of the campus visitations. The members are Mrs. Elinor 
Gaunt of Columbi a, Karl Wickstrom of Marshfield, 
and Garth Landis of St. Joseph. The project had been 
discussed by the Alumni Board for a couple of years 
but really "got off the ground" when this committee 
was appointed. The project is underwritten by the 
Alumni Association. 
Words of praise also follow each of the visits. These 
come from the visitors after they return home. Here 
are some comments that are typical : 
"Dr. E mmons did a marvelous job of explaining the 
reactor and its many, many uses, civilian and military. 
The atomic reactor is worth the trip to Columbia in 
itself. " 
"The tour was most informative, well arranged and 
all the comments were praiseworthy." 
"On behalf of all from the 'Swamps,' thanks for a 
wonderful day on campus. I have always felt that com-
munications between the University and the people of 
Missouri needed improvement, and these trips are cer-
tainly a big step in the right direction." 
"The fact that about half of our group had not at-
tended the University was perhaps the best move of the 
trip. All of them were impressed and now add their 
stronger appreciation for the University." 
"We were delighted with the program and the cour-
tesy shown us." 
"May I take this opportunity to thank the alumni. 
. . . It was an enjoyable day and a most informative 
experience." 0 
